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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2010/2011
Angus Palmer (Chairman)

Karen Bryant (Hon. Secretary)


Colin Venton (Treasurer)

Roger Edwards

Colin Swait



Tony Gordon-Smith

Jacqui Springsguth


John Colligan

Pam Talbot



James Anderson

Graham Firth



Valerie Venton

Any Godalming Trust members who are interested in becoming an executive committee member please contact Karen Bryant the Hon Secretary.  Mrs K C Bryant, 6 Grays Road, Farncombe, Godalming, GU7 3LT.

CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW OF THE YEAR

In 2010/11 every member of your committee has had a busy year and I thought I should pay tribute to their efforts.

At the end of last year Ron Musk retired from the committee after many years service, latterly as Chairman. The Trust made a presentation to him to thank him for his work. We were shocked by the death early in the year, after a short illness, of Terry Hone. His work as treasurer and, more recently, as membership secretary was greatly valued. Due to pressure of other commitments Steven Haines at the beginning of the year and later in the year Patrick Haveron, both resigned from the committee. We should like to thank them for their contributions.

Karen Bryant continues as Secretary. Pam Talbot is a Director of the new Godalming Community Interest Company and represents us there. Tony Gordon-Smith provides us with valuable links to the Town and Borough Councils. Roger Edwards carries out much of the practical arrangements for Heritage Open Days and Jacqui Springsguth chairs our hard working planning sub-committee. However the departures from the Committee left us very short of members. But an appeal to the general membership produced six excellent new volunteers. 

We were pleased to welcome to the committee James Anderson. James has been an advisor on Historic Buildings to English Heritage and is a valuable addition to our planning sub-committee. Colin Swait has been with Hamptons the estate agents for many years and knows the buildings of Godalming like the back of his hand. John Colligan has worked hard to bring us new buildings for Heritage Open Days. Our new press officer is Graham Firth. Following his appointment we have had much improved press coverage in the year. Finally Colin and Valerie Venton have joined the committee. Colin has taken on the onerous tasks of Treasurer and Membership Secretary.

The planning sub-committee meets every three weeks and considers every planning application to Waverley that refers to buildings and land  “in Godalming and contiguous parishes”. Besides Jacqui and James, valuable architectural and other building expertise is also provided to this sub-committee by Keith Powell, Henry Collen and Brenda O’Hara.

Stephen Goddard is not a member of the committee of The Godalming Trust. But he and his wife Jeni have for many years been, with the Trust, the prime organisers of Heritage Open Days. We were delighted when, earlier in the year, Stephen received the Mayor’s Award for volunteers who have given valuable service to the community.

No Chairman’s report in the last ten years would have been complete without reference to the Key Site. This is, of course, the development site bounded by Wharf Street, Catteshall Lane and Victoria Road. The site is occupied partly by the police station with the remainder derelict. A new proposed developer has now appeared on the scene. “Country Homes” told the Borough Council that, before putting forward their proposals, they would like to consult with local amenity groups. The first group with whom they met was The Godalming Trust. In April Jacqui Springsguth, Colin Swait and myself met the developer and his advisors. The proposals that we were shown were a great improvement on those proposed by the previous developer. They suggested far fewer dwellings on the site with two blocks of flats not exceeding five stories plus town houses. They do not propose shops or any other commercial buildings on the site. Underground parking would be a single storey rather than the two stories previously proposed that would have involved immense excavation and removal of soil. The part of the site next to the Wharf Nursery that is owned and occupied by Waverley as a Council car park is not included in the developers plans. We think this area should, if possible be included in the development and should provide some open space and, perhaps, some affordable housing. We also expressed concern about drainage across the site and access to the site. We thought that the facades of the buildings were lacking architectural merit. We would like to see buildings that enhance the appearance of the town. The developer will hold a public exhibition of his final proposals in September and we will make our formal representations then.

The Government has just published a document on a new framework for planning applications. Your committee has not yet had time to consider the new framework but will of course do so. Initial reactions from the public and concerned institutions however seem to be that the environment is being sacrificed at the expense of economic development. Members who are interested in the framework can find it by googling the “Planning Portal”

The Surrey County Council has recently published its Minerals Plan. No quarries or other mineral extraction sites are planned for our area.

Your committee has worked hard, with Stephen Goddard, to make Heritage Open Days – this year on September 10th and 11th – memorable. There are several new buildings and a number of interesting walks. Godalming has no less than 230 listed buildings and several of them will be open uniquely to the public on those days. On the Sunday, as usual, the Godalming Band will play on the bandstand in the last concert of the year. The concert is sponsored by The Godalming Trust. The town council kindly allows us use of The Pepperpot without charge. This year there will be an exhibition in the Pepperpot, organised by Roger Edwards,  of the work of the Trust. We hope that the exhibition will bring in a few new members. After careful consideration your committee has decided to delay any increase in subscriptions for at least a year. The cost of membership is a bargain when set against the work done by your Trust to preserve our town.

Angus Palmer, Chairman
Godalming Trust Membership

The membership of the Godalming Trust is currently 84 individual members, 208 family members and 6 corporate members who all pay by annual subscription and 120 life members. Many members are very generous and give over and above the annual subscription and we are very dependent on member’s subscriptions and donations. A significant proportion of members pay by standing order and this helps by providing us with a steady income and enables us to keep costs as low as possible.

Comparisons with last year show a drop in subscriptions of £82 but a substantial rise in donations.

We are very sorry to announce the death of some of our members during the last year. Terry Hone, one of our committee members, Dr T Allan, Mrs M W Kerry, Miss A M Dawson and Sir Kenneth Clucas were ones that we know about.

The Carpenter family, the Light family and Lambert family have left the area and we wish them well in their new homes.

Colin Venton

	
	THE GODALMING TRUST
	

	Receipts and Payments Account for the year to 31st March 2011

	
	(Year to 31st March 2010)
	

	RECEIPTS
	
	1 Apr 10 to 31 Mar 2011
	1 Apr 09 to 31 Mar 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recurring Receipts
	
	
	
	

	Annual Subscriptions
	          £1,248.00
	£1,330.00
	

	Gift Aid Tax refund
	348.75
	
	334.79
	

	Bank Interest
	
	20.22
	1,616.97
	24.50
	1,689.29

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-recurring receipts
	
	
	
	

	Life member subscriptions
	            -
	
	                  -
	

	Gift Aid Tax refund
	            -
	
	85.44
	

	Donations
	
	769.40
	769.40
	172.50
	257.94

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Events, meetings and publications
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heritage Days - Council Grant
	621.00
	
	400.00
	

	Sales of publications
	95.40
	716.40
	118.30
	518.30

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	
	3,102.77
	
	2,465.53


	PAYMENTS
	
	1 Apr 2010 to 31 Mar 2011
	1 Apr 09 to 31 Mar 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recurring Payments
	
	
	
	

	Insurance 
	
	            £200.00 
	
	£190.00
	

	Civic Voice Subscription
	             571.50 
	
	                   -
	

	Printing, Postage & Secretarial
	             236.43 
	          1,007.93 
	443.34
	633.34

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Subs and Design Awards
	
	
	
	

	Subs to other societies-
	
	
	
	

	(SPAB, Go Godalming,CPRE)
	               80.00 
	
	78.00
	

	Design Awards
	               90.00 
	             170.00 
	200.00
	278.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Events meetings and publications
	
	
	
	

	Heritage Days
	
	             641.38 
	
	844.80
	

	Key site research
	                  - 
	
	103.00
	

	Printing Newsletters 
	
	
	
	

	       and Annual Report
	             113.51 
	
	252.40
	

	Other events and meetings
	                 - 
	
	104.40
	

	Band Sponsorship
	             200.00 
	
	150.00
	

	Sundry
	
	               33.45 
	             988.34 
	                  -
	1,454.60

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	
	          2,166.27 
	
	2,365.94


	SURPLUS FOR YEAR
	
	936.50
	
	99.59

	
	
	
	
	
	

	BANK BALANCES
	
	
	
	

	at 1st April 2010  (1st April 2009)
	
	
	
	

	Current Account
	1,747.96
	
	1,672.87
	

	Deposit Account 
	10,248.73
	11,996.69
	10,224.23
	11,897.10

	
	
	
	
	
	

	at 31st March 2011 (31st March 2010)
	
	
	
	

	Current Account
	2,664.24
	
	1,747.96
	

	Deposit Accounts 
	10,268.95
	12,933.19
	10,248.73
	11,996.69


	Colin Venton - Honorary Treasurer
	Colin Venton
	1-Jul-2011


Treasurer’s report – Year to March 2011
It was with some trepidation when I balanced the Trust’s accounts this year wondering whether we would make a loss considering the high cost of membership to Civic Voice (£571.50 last year). However, due to the kindness and generosity of various people we have managed to make a profit of £936.50.

Firstly the committee thanks many of its members for their generosity in donating over and above their membership fees to the tune of £268.50. We are eternally grateful.

Secondly we received a very generous donation of £500 from John Jeffrey of The Patrick Trust for which we are extremely grateful.

These kind actions really helped our financial situation and the final amount of donations came to £769.40.

Lastly, Godalming Town Council contributed to all of the cost of the Heritage Open Days (£621) and we sincerely thank them for that, especially when council budgets are so tight. The Heritage Open Days are our biggest expenditure of the year and it is encouraging that this year Godalming Town Council met the full cost.

We have been trying to make our income as cost effective as possible and this year we have e-mailed committee agendas and minutes instead of using postage and generally communicated much more electronically. Most of our members Gift Aid their membership fees but there is a small proportion who do not and we have asked them to consider Gift Aiding them. Last year we managed to claim back £348.75 from Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs through Gift Aid. Finally, we are keen to communicate with as many members as possible via e-mail addresses to cut costs and would be grateful if members could let us know their e-mail address if they have one.

Colin Venton

Report to the trustees and members of The Godalming Trust

On accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011

Set out on the attached page

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act)) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

· examine the accounts (under section 43(3)(a) of the Act);

· follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners (under section 43(7)(b) of the Act); and

· state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1 which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

· to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the 1993 Act; and

· to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting requirements of the Act

have not been met; or

2 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a      

proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
Signed  James Anderson       



Date     31 July 2011  
James Anderson PhD FCA

Phillimore Cottage, Thorncombe Street, Bramley

Historic Buildings in Godalming

Godalming has a wealth of historic buildings, ranging from Grade I listed examples such as the Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul and the Wyatt Almshouses to more humble Grade II buildings such as those found in the High Street and Church Street.

Most members of The Godalming Trust will be familiar with the majority of important buildings in the Town, but for new members or for those who have recently moved into the area this short article provides details of the more readily available sources of information.

A good starting place is The Buildings of England: Surrey, by Ian Nairn and Nicholas Pevsner (revised 1971 by Bridget Cherry). This provides a brief overview of Godalming, describes a number of the more important buildings and then suggests a perambulation round the Town pointing out further historic or particularly interesting buildings. There are separate entries in Pevsner for Farncombe, Busbridge, Munstead and Milford. This volume also has a valuable glossary of architectural terms.

The Godalming Trust has published Two Historical Walks in Godalming, by Hugh Turrall-Clarke and Ron Head, 2002. The first walk takes the reader down Mill Lane to the Station, returning to Godalming’s former Market Hall, the Pepperpot, by way of Church Street. The second also starts from the Pepperpot and takes in the High Street, Bridge Street, Bury Fields and Moss Lane. There is a good historical description of the buildings highlighted with useful drawings by Henry Collen. Also published by The Godalming Trust is Memories of Farncombe and Godalming, devised and edited by David Coombs, reprinted and amended in 1993, which, as the title suggests, recounts memories and stories about interesting local characters, places and customs, but also has a wealth of early photographs showing views of the Town including buildings which have been demolished or materially altered. 

The Parish Church, probably dating to the early eleventh century, is of great historical interest and importance. Alan Bott has authored a comprehensive illustrated guide and history, A Guide to the Parish Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 1978. 

In cases where more detailed information on specific buildings is sought, the best online source is Listed Buildings Online, found on the English Heritage website (www.english-heritage.org.uk). Searching can be by building, street, town or by a number of other criteria. To see which buildings are listed in Godalming, for example, type Godalming in the search box, and the result is a list with 236 entries. Clicking on a building name will bring up the entry summary, the full list entry and a location map. Another helpful website is English Heritage’s www.imagesofengland.org.uk which is a photographic library of England’s listed buildings. This resource can be particularly valuable where the building in question is difficult to access. 

For readers wanting know more about how Godalming developed, essential for a proper understanding of its buildings, a good guide is Godalming: A Short History, by John Janaway, 1993. This charts the history of the Town from the earliest time through to the end of the twentieth century. 

There is much more interesting historical data to be found in Godalming Museum library, the Surrey History Centre in Woking and possible later publications; however, it is hoped that this brief overview of readily available sources will help new members appreciate the quality and value of Godalming’s historic architecture. 

James Anderson

Events Godalming Museum and Godalming Trust
The twenty-second summer lunch for members of the Godalming Museum and The Godalming Trust was held in July at Jordans, Upper Eashing by kind permission of Anthony and Jenny Isaacs. Jordans is a fine timber and brick house, part of which has recently been dated dendrochronologically to 1575. It is thought, however that parts of the house may date back to the 1300’s. Eashing is first recorded in the will of Alfred the Great (c.880) and there are the remains of an Anglo-Saxon burgh or fortified mound on the opposite side of the road to Jordans. Astonishingly this is where, inside the one thousand one hundred year old fort, visitors to the summer lunch parked their cars. 

Eashing Park estate bordered Peperharow Park and included the areas of Aarons Hill and Ockford Ridge. The estate was gradually down-sized and the eighteen bedroom manor house demolished in 1957. The Old Laundry, as Jordans was also known in the past has several walled gardens, some of the garden walls having been built by French prisoners in 1815. Visitors to the lunch enjoyed walking through the gardens.

The lecture programme during the year included talks by John Young, Tim Skelton, Mark Bills and Michael Hartnell. The talk by Mark Bills on George Frederic and Mary Watts was particularly well timed, coinciding as it did with the refurbishment of the Watts Gallery in Compton.

Roger Edwards

Godalming Together Community Interest Company

This is the ‘not for profit’ company set up with the aim of delivering projects identified in the Godalming Health Check.  At the public meeting in September 2010 nominations for directors were sought.  Pam Talbot was put forward by the Godalming Trust and subsequently accepted onto the Board.  There are representatives for several local organisations in addition to Surrey County Council, Waverley Borough Council (WBC) and Godalming Town Council.  There is a part time Godalming Town Project Coordinator presently funded by WBC and the Godalming Town Council.   A successful bid to SEEDA resulted in a £20,000 grant which had to be matched with funding from the County, Borough and Town Councils, Godalming Chamber of Commerce and other sources of financial and ‘in kind’ support.  This has enabled a number of projects aimed at bringing footfall to the Town Centre to be achieved including the new ‘Welcome to Godalming’ signs, the successful Christmas, Easter and Summer Festivals and the Staycation.  It is planned as part of the SEEDA grant to set up a Visitor Information Centre, Heritage Trails and a Heritage Bench.  An open meeting will be held in October – details will be announced in the Godalming Together CiC Newsletter which will be available shortly.

Pam Talbot

Notice of Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held in The Octagon at The Parish Church on Wednesday 7th September, commencing at 8.00 pm

The Godalming Trust is a Registered Charity No. 263033 and the Website is www.thegodalmingtrust.org.uk
If you have any queries please contact the editor

Graham Firth on 01483-418893 or email mail@grahamfirth.com
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