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Officers and Committees
President
Vice Presidents

Christopher Robinson
Alan Brown
Ron Musk

Executive Committee Angus Palmer - Chairman
Pam Talbot – ViceChairman
Valerie Venton – Secretary
Colin Venton – Treasurer
Caroline Hopkins
Gareth Monro
Jacqui Springsguth
Colin Swait
Planning Committee Colin Swait - Chairman
Gareth Munro
Jacqui Springsguth
Keith Powell – co-opted
Civic Design Awards Gareth Munro – Chairman
Committee
Colin Swait
David Else – co-opted
Heritage Open Days Angus Palmer - Chairman
Committee
Caroline Hopkins
Jeni Goddard – co-opted
Should you wish to contact the Trust on any issue please write to
Valerie Venton, Honorary Secretary, at val.venton@gmail.com or 1A
Ockford Ridge, Godalming, Surrey GU7 2NP.
The Godalming Trust is a Registered Charity No. 263033 and the
Website is www.thegodalmingtrust.org.uk
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Chairman’s Report
I am pleased to report that Chartered Surveyor Bridget
Bagnall has agreed to join the Executive Committee. Subject to the
approval of the members at the AGM, she will join the committee with
effect from 1st October. Bridget has extensive local property experience
and will be a valuable addition to our number.
The work of the Trust’s planning sub-committee is valued by
the members of the Trust. As you know, this hard working committee
looks at all significant planning applications relating to Farncombe and
Godalming. However the period between October 2013, when the
previous Core Strategy document for Waverley was withdrawn, and
July 2016 when the draft plan part 1 for Waverley was published, was
one of great uncertainty. In the absence of a plan for the Borough would
developers be able to build where they liked? Should we lose large areas
of the green belt to housing? Our planning sub-committee thought in
this period that its recommendations might be simply ignored. However
we now have guidelines within which Waverley planners can work
when considering Godalming planning applications and to which our
Planning sub-committee can refer.
The new draft plan now has a target for the whole of
Waverley of 9861 new homes between 2013 and 2032. Of this target
1240 has been allocated to Godalming. This is approximately a 50%
increase in the number shown in the core strategy document withdrawn
in 2013. However the new target period began in April 2013 and we
estimate that since then some 650 homes have been constructed or are
under construction in the town. In addition the Woodside Park site in
Catteshall Lane is likely to receive planning permission for 100 new
homes. That leaves under 500 homes to be built to meet the target in the
remaining 16 years to 2032. Most of that figure can be met from so
called “windfall” sites, infills and redevelopments of obsolete houses.
But has the green belt in Godalming been saved? Well the
new plan earmarks only two very small sites within the Godalming
boundary as possible green belt development areas. The first is in
Binscombe and is the area bounded by Binscombe Road, Green Lane
and Copse Side. The second is in Aaron’s Hill and is the fields bounded
on the south by Aaron’s Hill and on the north by Halfway Lane. Some
of this latter area is within the Guildford Borough rather than that of
Waverley.
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Our Civic Design awards sub-committee is hard at work now
identifying possible award winners for 2016. No awards were made by
us in 2014 due to a lack of suitable candidates. But since then a number
of impressive new buildings and refurbishments have been completed.
We very much hope to present awards after the conclusion of the
business of the Annual General Meeting on September 7th.
A neighbourhood plan for Godalming and Farncombe is also
in course of preparation. Whilst The Godalming Trust has no direct
involvement in its preparation, various committee members are heavily
involved. Even before the completion of the Plan its value is clear.
Suggestions coming from the public on a range of matters including
better pedestrian access to the town, the placing of new housing,
recreational facilities and so on have already been referred to the
appropriate authorities such as Surrey Highways.
Our successful walks programme continues. Pam Talbot has
reported on this elsewhere. Thanks are again due to Hugh TurrallClarke for his help. Your Chairman gave a talk recently to the Frith Hill
residents Association on the work of The Godalming Trust which was
well received. The Frith Hill residents are active in preserving their part
of our town and were recently successful in fighting an undesirable
development in Charterhouse Road.
You will see from The Annual Accounts published with this
report that the Trust made an apparent loss for 2014/15. However our
accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis. That means, of
course, that since receipts and payments are not always made in the year
to which they relate, the accounts are slightly misleading. Had this
year’s accounts been prepared on an income and expenditure basis they
would have shown a small surplus. Our treasurer gives more detail in
his report.
I should like to thank our committee for the exceptionally
hard work they have put in this year. We really could do with two or
three additional committee members. Our work is both interesting and
valuable to our community. So please consider whether you could spare
a little time to help. In the meantime I would like to thank you, the
members, for your continuing support.
Angus Palmer
Chairman
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Membership Report
Our membership has remained very much the same compared to
previous years. Although we have has a small number of new members
we have also lost a small number. We currently have 77 single
members, 176 family members, 1 corporate member and 115 life
members making a grand total of 369 members.
If anyone knows of any members who have recently passed away please
could they let the secretary know or leave an e-mail on The Godalming
Trust’s website at info@thegodalmingtrust.org.uk. If a family member
passes away please could the partner inform us and we can ensure that
we address communications correctly. Incorrectly addressed
communications can often be upsetting at these difficult times.
We are very keen to have members’ e-mail addresses as it is a very cost
effective way in which to communicate with them because second class
post now costs us 55p. We have used e-mails to inform members of
various events and we e-mail newsletters and AGM reports to people
who are happy to receive them this way. If we send you an e-mail copy
and you prefer a hard copy please consider printing it at home.
Currently about a quarter of our members have e-mail addresses. If you
think we do not have your e-mail address please could you e-mail our
secretary at val.venton@gmail.com.
Colin Venton
Membership Secretary
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Receipts and Payments Statement
1st April 2015 to 31stMarch
2016
Receipts:

2015/16

Subscriptions
Donations
Film show profit
Gift Aid refund
Bank Interest
Town Council grant Heritage
Heritage Open Days
sponsorship
Sales of publications

£1,121.00
£233.50

Total Receipts

2014/15

£110.51

£1,609.09
244.00
216.00
710.84
171.65

£1,000.00

1000.00

£100.50

250.00
107.20

£2,565.51

£4,308.78

£238.50
£388.85
£93.00

Payments:
Insurance
Postage and stationery
Subs to other societies
Design Award sponsorship
Heritage Open Days
Website
Newsletter printing
Band sponsorship
Other events/ AGM costs

£1,280.90
£66.00
£210.00
£200.00
£922.17

238.50
20.00
91.00
250.00
1,332.80
49.00
92.80
200.00
40.00

Total payments

£3,399.42

£2,314.10

Surplus/(Deficit) for year

(£833.91)

£1,994.68

Bank balances start of year

£15,147.07

£13,152.39

Bank balances end of year

£14,313.16

£15,147.07

Colin Venton - Hon Treasurer and Trustee
Angus Palmer - Chairman and Trustee
22-Jul-16
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Treasurer’s Report
Our finances this year are still in a healthy state but we made a loss on
last financial year’s accounts. There were many reasons for this.
Firstly, although the Reception Event for the people who open their
properties for Heritage Open Days took place in the previous financial
year, the costs occurred in last year’s accounts. On the twentieth
anniversary of the start of Heritage Open Days this event was to thank
those people who through their kindness and hard work give the people
of Godalming places to visit. Obviously, we could not afford to do this
every year but the event was interesting, enjoyable, well attended and
well appreciated by those who came. Subscriptions are shown to be
down on the previous year. However subscription reminders were sent
out late. Subs for 2016/17 are expected to return to the usual level.
Our bank interest rate continues to decline and we have recently been
told that it is to decrease to 0.75%. Consequently, we have been
researching where to get a better rate of interest. We are limited to types
that accommodate charity deposit accounts and our research has shown
that notice accounts offer the best rates of interest. These are typically
of 40 day or 120 day length and the money is locked away and
inaccessible for that length of time. We have decided to put half of our
money into one of these accounts and have chosen the Hampshire Trust
Bank. We will continue to keep a close eye on bank interest rates.
Lastly, our postage costs were high. Just before the previous rise in
postage rates we had bought a good supply of stamps but these had run
out last year. It now costs 55p to send a letter by second class post
which means just sending two letters costs us £1.10. This hits us in two
ways. The vast majority of our members pay their subscriptions by
standing order or paypal which incurs no costs for us. There is a
significant proportion who don’t, and inevitably, this involves sending
out reminder letters. Please reconsider whether you would be
prepared to pay by standing order. The other way is that we only
have e-mail addresses for about a quarter of our members. Please
contact us with your e-mail address if you think we don’t have it.
Finally I must thank our members who continue to support the work of
The Godalming Trust through their fees and an extra special thank you
to all those members who pay over and above that which is due.
Colin Venton
Treasurer
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Godalming Town Heritage Walks
The summer season of walks continues to be popular. Having tried
various combinations we find that the second Saturday of the months
from May to August generally appears to miss town fetes and festivals.
Unfortunately we still inadvertently get a clash with a sporting finals
event! We have also divided the walks into two separate trails. One
takes in Mill Lane and the old industrial area of Godalming, ending in
Church Street which has many timber-framed buildings, the second
looks at town’s role as a coaching stop being midway between London
and Portsmouth. These two walks run on alternate months. The
Godalming Trust is grateful to Hugh Turrall-Clark for leading the walks
and to Vantage Point for publicising them.
In addition to the regular monthly walks we have been approached to do
private walks for various groups. We are happy to consider and try to
accommodate them if we can. Unfortunately one special planned walk
had to be cancelled because of heavy rain and has yet to be rescheduled.
A second took place on one of the coldest Sunday mornings but the
group were enthusiastic and we kept up quite a pace so were able to
start and end at the King’s Arms where the group were staying so took
in elements of both the regular walks.
Pam Talbot
Vice Chairman
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Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 7th September
The Godalming Trust AGM 7:30 for 8:00pm in the Octagon
We hope to present this year’s Civic Design awards at the conclusion of
business
Friday 9th September
Robin Stannard, Historic Building Surveyor of ADAM Architecture
will lecture on the work and influence of Hugh Thackeray Turner.
8:00pm in the Masonic Centre in Ockford Road Godalming. Tickets
will be available from the Museum from August 20th as part of the
Heritage Open Days programme
Saturday September 10th and Sunday September 11th
Heritage Open Days. Volunteers are always needed
Godalming Museum lecture programme – Materials of Building
All lectures in the Octagon – St Peter and St Paul 7:30 for 8:00pm.
Tickets £5 from the Museum from September 2016
Wednesday 26th October 2016
WOOD – by Mervyn Mewis (local woodworking craftsman, who
carved the “tree” in the Living Landscape Gallery)
Wednesday 23rd November 2016
BRICKS AND TILES – by Michael Edwards (the Museum’s
architectural advisor and expert on Lutyens and Jekyll houses and
gardens)
Wednesday 25th January 2017
GLASS – by Rachel Mulligan (who recently made the beautiful
‘Labours of the Month’ for the Living Landscape Gallery)
Wednesday 22nd March 2017
IRON - by Lucy Quinnell (expert on decorative wrought iron
ornament)
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Heritage Open Days
In most towns in the country Heritage Open Days is organised by
the paid employees of the Town Council. In Godalming the event is
entirely organised by volunteers – your executive committee with Mr
and Mrs Goddard. In addition many of the buildings opened are manned
by volunteers from the buildings concerned. We estimate that around a
hundred people in total help on and before the days.
If there are buildings in the programme that you have not visited
then why not plan to visit on either Saturday 10th September or Sunday
11th? The programme that you will shortly receive will give the times of
opening.
Why not take a guided tour of Charterhouse School. Its chapel is
the largest memorial in the country to the First World War and to the
600 plus Carthusians who died in that war.
Just opposite the Inn on the Lake is Godalming’s Masonic Lodge.
It looks ordinary from the outside but inside is the splendid temple
where King Edward VIII was Grand Master.
Thursley Church will, in fourteen years time, celebrate its
thousandth anniversary. A building steeped in amazing history.
Hascombe and Hambledon churches too are fascinating and in beautiful
settings.
The centuries old Quaker Meeting House in Mill Lane will be
putting on an exhibition and just next door the Old Mill too will be
receiving visitors.
The fascinating Unitarian Chapel in Meadrow will be open once
again having been closed for the last couple of Heritage Open Days due
to flooding.
If you have children or grandchildren who have not seen the child
friendly Living Landscape Gallery in the Museum then that is of great
interest. The Museum opens especially on the Sunday of Heritage
weekend. And having seen the Museum on the Sunday why not go
down to the bandstand to listen to the Godalming trust sponsored
concert?
Dont forget some buildings require tickets. These will be available
from the Museum from 10:00am on Monday August 20th
.
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Notice of Annual General Meeting
The 2016 Annual General Meeting of The Godalming Trust will be held
on Wednesday September 7th 2016 at The Octagon, Borough Road,
Godalming 7:30 for 8:00pm
Agenda
1. Apologies for Absence
2 Approval of Minutes of 2015 Annual General Meeting
3 Chairman’s remarks
4 Adoption of Annual Report for 2015/16
5 Adoption of Statement of receipts and Payments for the year to
31 March 2016
6 Election of members of the Executive Committee for 2016/17
Existing members of the Committee are willing to stand for
re-election
7 Election of Mrs Bridget Bagnall FRICS to the committee
8 Any other business
A member wishing to propose another for membership of the
Executive Committee should send notice to the Honorary Secretary at
least 14 days before the meeting
The meeting will be followed by the presentation of The
Godalming Trust Civic Design Awards for 2016. Wine and soft
drinks will be served
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