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Officers of The Trust 2024/2025 
 

President    Christopher Robinson * 

Vice Presidents   Alan Brown 

     Ron Musk ● 

     Angus Palmer 

Executive Committee 

Pam Talbot – Chairman 

Graham Kimber – Vice Chairman 

David Else – Honorary Secretary 

Richard Gidlow – Honorary Treasurer 

Colin Swait 

Stefan Reynolds 

 

*Christopher Robinson, our President, stood down in December 2024 
as he felt he is no longer able to take an active role in the Trust  
 
● Ron Musk died in May 2025.  
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The Godalming Trust 
Notice of 2025 Annual General Meeting 

 
The 2025 Annual General Meeting of The Godalming Trust will be 
held on Wednesday 9th  July at The Masonic Hall, Ockford Road, 

Godalming at 7.30pm (doors open at 7.15pm) 

Agenda 

1) Apologies for Absence 
2) Approval of Minutes of 2024 Annual General Meeting 
3) Chairman’s Introduction 
4) Adoption of the Annual Report 2024/2025 
5) Adoption of Statement of Income and Expenditure for the year    

to 31st March 2025 
6) Election of members of the Executive Committee for 2025/2026 

All members of the Executive Committee retire by rotation and 
being eligible are standing for re-election  

7) Any Other Business – The Executive Committee have asked Angus 
Palmer to become our President. 

After the business meeting, wine and soft drinks will be served and 
they will be followed by a talk by Robin Stannard on the architect 
Henry Woodyer. See page 14 for more information about Woodyer and 
the speaker. It will be an interesting talk about an architect whose style 
is so different from so many of the other local well-known ones.  
 
Any tickets remaining or returned for the Munstead Wood visit on 19 
July will be made available to those attending the AGM. 

A member wishing to propose another for membership of the 
Executive Committee should send notice to the Honorary Secretary 14 
days before the meeting. 
If you have any questions on the Agenda or wish to raise any other 
business please contact the Honorary Secretary. 
David Else, Honorary Secretary, Winter Cottage, Milford Road, Elstead, 
Godalming, GU8 6HY; dkelse@btopenworld.com  
  

mailto:dkelse@btopenworld.com
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Introduction to Annual Report and Newsletter 2025 
This report consists of papers for the AGM, followed by some news 
items. The Chairman’s Annual Report for the year appears on page 5.  
Unfortunately, our Civic Design Awards are on hold for another year, 
we only received 4 applications for 3 categories which is not really a 
representative selection to compare and make an award.  We very 
much hope that by 2026 some of the projects we have been keeping 
an eye on will be completed. 
As noted on page 3 our President, Christopher Robinson, has decided 
to stand down and as you will see from the Agenda the Executive 
Committee have asked Angus Palmer to become our President and he 
has accepted.   
Ron Musk died in May 2025 was a former Chairman who did much in 
mobilising the opposition to high rise blocks bordering Flambard Way. 
This year we are pleased to welcome Robin Stannard, who I heard 
speak recently at the Surrey Historic Buildings Trust annual awards at 
Wotton House about Henry Woodyer.  He will be telling us more about 
this local architect which is appropriate as the theme for this year’s 
Heritage Open Days is architecture.   
Heritage Open Days are 13 and 14 September 2025, I will be looking 
for stewards to help over the weekend. 
 
 
Pam Talbot 
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The Godalming Trust Annual General Meeting 
Minutes of Meeting held Tuesday 2nd July 2024 at 7.30 pm. At the 

Masonic Hall, Ockford Road, Godalming 
Present  
There were 27 members (including 9 proxy voters) and 3 guests 
present, names recorded. 
 
The Chairman welcomed all present 
 
1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Stephen Maycock, Stephen & Patricia 
Crew, Valerie Anderson, Roger Humphrey, Martin Lambert, Anthony 
Luscombe, Graham Sopp, Simon Crowther, Gillian Adams, Jennet 
Eyre, Helen & Alan Barnes, Ron & Ellen Musk 

2.  Minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting 
Were approved and signed by the Chairman 
3.  Chairman's Introduction and Report  
I do not propose to go over my Annual Report and by bringing the AGM 
forward to July the time between our year end and this meeting there 
are only few things to report.  
The guided town history walks started in May and continue to be 
popular.   
The HOD programme has gone to press, it will be published in the 
August issue of Vantage Point and as free-standing brochures which 
will be available at various venues about the town and villages.   
We are delighted to be working with the National Trust for a trial 
opening of Munstead Wood during the weekend.  Full details of how 
to obtain tickets in August for this and other venues will be available 
in the programme. We shall be looking for members to help with 
stewarding over the weekend of 14-15 September 2024. 
The George Mallory plaque was unveiled on Sunday at The Holt by 
Brigadier Roger Hood DL. We were pleased to work with the George 
Mallory Foundation who had already done most of the background 
work when we contacted them.  
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Minutes of 2024 AGM continued: 

For those on Facebook we now have a page which we are grateful to 
Alan and Helen Barnes for setting up and updating. 
The Trust will celebrate its 60th anniversary next year and we very 
much hope that we can encourage more people to take an active role 
in its future, otherwise we will have to consider winding it up within 
the next few years. So please come forward if you would like to join 
the Committee if not publicly speak to one of the Committee members 
during the evening or contact us later.  This is relevant to the agenda 
items that follow. 
There have been a number of changes at the Godalming Museum Trust 
and at present we have no information whether our joint lecture series 
will continue.  We very much hope it will. 
The Civic Design Awards, due to insufficient candidates, will not be 
presented this year but we hope there may be some candidates for 
next year. 
I would like to thank the Masonic Hall for allowing us to hold our AGM 
here and also my thanks to the Executive Committee for their 
continued support without which I could not manage. 
Following the business meeting and a short break for a glass of wine I 
will introduce Matthew Slocombe, Director of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, a talk I am sure we will all enjoy. 

4. Resolutions to amend the Constitution 
a) Paragraph 6 (3) to reduce the minimum number of attendees at 
the AGM from 25 to 15 
Proposed John Talbot, seconded Richard Gidlow - carried 26 for, 1 
against 
b) Paragraph 7 (4) to reduce the quorum of an Executive Meeting 
from 5 to 3  
Proposed John Talbot, seconded Richard Gidlow - carried 26 for, 1 
against 
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Minutes of 2024 AGM continued: 

5. Adoption of Annual Report 
The Chairman called for comments on the Annual Report, there were 
none so the Report was adopted. 
Proposed Colin Swait, seconded Graham Kimber - carried 
unanimously 

6. Adoption of Statement of Income & Expenditure for the year 
to 31st March 2024 
The Chairman called for comments on the Annual Report, there were 
none so these were adopted. 
Proposed Angus Palmer, seconded John Talbot - carried unanimously 

7. Election of members of the Executive Committee 
The following existing Committee members were re-elected,  
Pam Talbot, Graham Kimber, Richard Gidlow, David Else, Colin Swait 
Proposed Sara Coate-Kilburn, seconded John Talbot - carried 
unanimously 

8. Approval of Executive suggestion to appoint Angus Palmer as 
a Vice President 
The Chairman spoke of Angus Palmer's many years of service to the 
Trust as committee member, treasurer and chairman and his 
continued support as a life member and volunteer. 
Proposed Colin Swait, seconded Ludi Lochner - carried unanimously. 
Angus thanked all present for the honour. 

9. Any Other Business 
Ludi Lochner thanked the Chairman and Executive Committee for all 
their hard work, which was greeted with applause. 

The meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
After a short break for drinks, nibbles and general chat, Matthew 
Slocombe MA FSA IHBC , Director of The Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings (SPAB) gave a very interesting and informative talk 
on the history of SPAB, its connections with the Godalming area and 
its current projects and aims. 
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SPAB Old House Project February 2025 

Grade II * Formerly St Andrew’s Chapel nr Maidstone Kent 
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Chairman’s Annual Report 1 April 2024-31 March 2025 
This report is a brief account of our year, our Winter Newsletter has 
already covered a number of the points in some detail.  Our Treasurer’s 
Report (page 11) and Planning Report (page 13) also describe some of 
our activities. 
So, a brief recap: our AGM was followed by an interesting talk from 
Matthew Slocombe from the Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, I have subsequently visited their ‘Old House Project’ and 
found it fascinating.  
The summer walks were well attended and as always, the guides learnt 
additional information from some of the participants.  We never know 
whether no-one will turn up or dozens (as at Heritage Open Days) but 
the sun usually shines and they are well received. We will continue the 
walks in 2025. 
Heritage Open Days themselves went well, but the rush for tickets 
caused something of a near riot in the High Street.  This year, with the 
help of Godalming Town Council, which is much appreciated, there will 
be a longer application time via a website and where a visit is 
oversubscribed tickets will be allocated by ballot to give everyone the 
same chance of getting them. The programme includes a wide range 
of properties and most very relevant to this year’s national theme of 
‘Architecture’.  The area is associated with many architects, particularly 
of the Arts and Crafts movement, but also Gothic revival and even 
baroque. 
I am most grateful to the continuing support of the Executive 
Committee without whose work the Trust wouldn’t exist. Also, a thank 
you to Selwyn Aickin for taking on the website and Helen and Alan 
Barnes for setting up and maintaining our Facebook page. 
 
Pam Talbot 
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Treasurer’s Report  
In the accounts you will see that there was a deficit this year of £488. 
In 2024 we made a deficit of £794. Our costs remained very similar 
albeit the makeup was not. Income improved mainly due to the extra 
interest we now earn from the legacy received last year. Also, in this 
year we received an increase in Gift Aid as a consequence of an 
increase in Subscriptions received in 2024. (This was referred to in my 
report last year) 
Looking ahead, I am anticipating a saving with regard to our Website 
Maintenance as we now have that task being looked after from within 
our membership and not having to rely on an outside agency. 
Many thanks indeed to Selwyn Aickin in coming forward to assist us. 
You will see that we made a donation to the Rural Life Museum during 
the year as part of their campaign to avoid having to close. We thought 
as a committee that the work they do is remarkable to keep our 
heritage alive and the fact that there are a couple of buildings from 
Godalming being maintained there. We also contributed to the cost of 
putting up a Blue Plaque in memory of George Mallory, the Everest 
mountaineer and Charterhouse Schoolmaster. Both of these items 
were referred to in more detail in Newsletters issued during last year. 
Our Income and running costs remain similar each year and that 
enables us to be able to make donations to other worthy causes that 
might arise each year and for that, I must thank members for their 
continued support of the Godalming Trust. 
LLOYDS BANK Plc and FUTURE SUBSCRIPTIONS  
As I am sure most of you will know, our local branch will have closed 
by the time we have our AGM. There are a few of you who pay by 
sending to me a cheque. Up until now it has been relatively easy to 
then pop along to our branch and pay your cheque in. From next year 
that will not be quite so convenient and so I am asking those of you 
who do pay by cheque just to reconsider changing the way you pay 
your subscription to a standing order. If you do, then please get in 
touch and I will send you our bank details. 

Richard Gidlow 
Honorary Treasurer 
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THE GODALMING TRUST

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

INCOME 2025 2024

£ £

Subscriptions 1,177           1,478           

Gifts and Donations 122               60                 

Bank Interest 910               504               

HMRC Gift Aid 354               213               

2,563           2,255           

EXPENDITURE

Insurance 213               212               

Postage and Stationery 105               109               

Publicity 280               542               

Subscriptions 149               149               

Website Service Provider 131               160               

Website maintenance 216               242               

Newsletter 125               189               

AGM and other Events and costs 155               127               

Meeting costs 147               151               

Heritage Open Day costs 60                 

Donations

George Mallory Blue Plaque 470               

Rural Life Museum 1,000           

Busbridge Scout Group 500               

Waverley BC Picnic Table 668               

3,051           3,049           

DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR 488-               794-               

OTHER RECEIPT - LEGACY -               15,000         

Bank balances brought forward 26,812         12,606         

26,324£       26,812£       

Lloyds Bank - Current Account 472.21         370.81         

Lloyds Bank - Deposit Account 2,563.62      4,024.61      

NatWest - Deposit Account 23,287.91   22,416.35   

26,323.74£ 26,811.77£ 
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Planning Committee Report 

Godalming Trust continue to monitor all Planning Applications in the 
Godalming area and comment to Waverley Borough Council if we feel 
there is need.  The majority of applications are for minor 'household' 
extensions and alterations and we rarely get involved in these unless 
they affect a Listed Building or are in a Conservation Area.   
This past year we have objected to the proposed cycle route through 
the Phillips Memorial Park, Godalming.  Whilst we were not against 
the main cycle route from Guildford to Godalming, we saw no reason 
for it to continue from Crown Court car park, through the Memorial 
Park to Borough Road and objected on the grounds that it will be 
unsafe for other Park users.  This application is still to be decided.   
We also objected to the proposed two storey extension above 
Wetherspoons bar and Fat Face clothing shop on grounds of the 
proposal being out of keeping and badly designed, a view shared by 
local residents and the Town Council.  Unfortunately, Waverley 
Borough Council have now granted permission to the application. 
Other applications affecting Listed Buildings or the Godalming 
Conservation Areas have also been scrutinised but did not have such 
an affect for us to consider making representations to the Planners. 
The proposed major development at Dunsfold Airfield has not 
progressed, so Waverley will be looking for alternative sites for new 
housing in the Borough and with the move to dividing Surrey into just 
two or three 'Unitary Authorities' with new housing targets, we will 
have to keep a close eye on any applications that may affect our town 
and surroundings.  We always welcome your input, especially if you 
think an application may have slipped 'under our radar' and would be 
worthy of our interest. 
 
David Else 
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Henry Woodyer (1816-1896) 

Henry Woodyer was an important Gothic Revival Architect and 
follower of the architect Augustus Pugin. He was born in Guildford, 
then educated at Eton and Oxford, where he became involved with the 
Oxford High Church Movement. 

Initially he started working in London with an office in Guildford, then 
following the death of his father he bought a country estate in 
Grafham, south of Guildford, were he moved his architectural practice. 

Woodyer designed approximately 300 buildings nationally and about 
60 building in Surrey. These were mainly churches, but also included 
schools, country houses and a hospital. 

Significant buildings which Woodyer designed in Surrey include St 
Marks Church, Dorking, St Martha’s Church, Chilworth, St Andrews, 
Grafham and Cranleigh School. St Peters Church, Hascombe is 
considered one of the finest examples of a Victorian country church. 
Woodyer was also involved with the restoration of Loseley House and 
Wotton House. 
 
Robin Stannard  
Robin is a Chartered Historic Building Surveyor and Chartered 
Architectural Technologist, specialising in building conservation. He 
began his career working for Guildford architectural practice Nye 
Saunders and Partners, then went on to work for English Heritage in 
the south-west of England. He currently works for ADAM Architecture 
in Winchester, one of the leading country house architectural practices. 
Robin has a particular interest in nineteenth century architecture and 
specialises in the work of Henry Woodyer and the Arts and Crafts 
architect Hugh Thackeray Turner. 
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Interior of St Peter’s Church, Hascombe 

(open during Heritage Open Day with guided tour) 
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For those who are wondering what is happening to the Pepperpot, we 
can reveal that the cupola was found to be in need of repair when the 
work to repaint the outside and adjust the clock was started.  The 
repairs will need to be agreed by Waverley Borough Council as it is a 
Listed Building.  We are hoping that the work will be finished by 
Heritage Open Days but it is uncertain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Should you wish to contact the Trust on any issue please write to David 
Else, Honorary secretary, Winter Cottage, Milford Road, Elstead 
Godalming GU8 6HY or info@thegodalmingtrust.org.uk 
The Godalming Trust is a Registered Charity No. 263033 and the 
Website is www.thegodalmingtrust.org.uk 

mailto:info@thegodalmingtrust.org.uk
http://www.thegodalmingtrust.org.uk/

